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acquire the necessarv knowledge in the details of your affairs and the business
here, which only was requisite, for my long residence in India and the extensive
correspondence'l have for many years carried on with the heads of your settle-
ments having made me master of the situation of affairs in the general at all
your Presidencies. My assiduity in this was encouraged by the absolute
appointment of me in'your commands of the 8th February 1764, second and
successor at this Presidency. This then being the case, judge what must have
been mv mortification and what my chagrin to find in so short an interval
of time/as between that and the 9th May, without any delinquency of mine or
cause assigned, this absolute nomination by yourselves set aside, not only in
favor of Lord Clive, but of Mr. Sumner, his second and successor and myself
entire!v excluded,1 and indeed unprovided for in any shape by the tenor of
the said letter, it being there only intimated that I was to return to Bombay
without further explanation.
[4.] Certain it is, that from the sense of my treatment at that juncture,
nothing but the united wishes of the place for my keeping charge till your
ultimate resolves were known, Air. Vansittart's pressing instances, and my own
knowledge of the confusion that might otherwise ensue in your affairs, could
have induced me to remain longer abroad after such a want of confidence in
me as this your nomination and appointment seemed to indicate. However,
the above considerations operated so strongly as to induce me to forego every
other consideration for what the voice of the place esteemed to be for the
general good.
[5.] As your honors have been entirely silent on the motives that induced
you, after so firmly appointing me to the succession, to set it aside in this
manner, I can only guess at it from what appears in the publick papers, vizt.
the disgust and opposition that might arise here from the nomination of a
servant from one settlement to another, and that Lord Olive's coming would
conciliate the affections of the Government and quiet the minds of the con-
cerned at home.
[6.] Happy is the reflection to me, that my appointment here, so far from
being productive of the ill consequences apprehended at home, that it is but
doing the gentlemen of the settlement justice to say the strictest unanimity
has prevailed among us, and I was confident that with such a disposition in
us, the greatest good must have resulted to your concerns in general. It will
be a happy circumstance for the place, if the same harmony continues after
my leaving it. As I look on the sentiments of the gentlemen as a mark of
honor to me in particular, I have taken the liberty with them and you to
enclose in this copies of the letter from the Board to me and also of several
gentlemen which will shew the snnse the place in general had of your appoint-
ment, and the fair prospect of unanimity that I had afore me.
[7.] I have many testimonials of the same nature from the Nabob and
others. To him certainly Lord Clive must be agreable at all times, and I
look^it as no small honor done me by his Excellency that in the comparison
of his situation he declared on my taking charge, though provisionally, that he
now was happy and satisfied, for that he looked on Lord Clive and me in an
equal light, or as he emphatically termed it, as his sons, and for the first time
since his leaving Government in 1760, dressed himself in his usual habit, having